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Incoming 7th-Grade English

Summer Reading Interview Assignment

For your summer assignment, you will ask an adult what their favorite books were when they were your age, read 

at least one of the books they recommend, have a brief conversation with them about the book, and then write 

your response compared to their response.

Assignment Snapshot

• Your book recommender must be someone over the age of 18.

• The book you choose must be a chapter book of over 200 pages in length.

• After you finish reading, have a conversation with the adult about the book.

• Your final response should be typed, at least three paragraphs long, and written in complete sentences.

How to Complete the Assignment

1 Ask an adult Choose someone over the age of 

18 and ask what their favorite 

books were when they were your 

age.

2 Choose a book Pick at least one recommended 

chapter book that is over 200 pages 

long.

3 Read thoughtfully As you read, mark moments, 

characters, questions, and opinions 

you may want to discuss.

4 Have the conversation Talk with your recommender about 

the book after you finish reading.

5 Write your response Submit a typed response that 

includes a summary, the adult 

response, and your comparison.
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Before You Start

Book & Recommender Information

Adult recommender name:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Book title and author:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Approximate number of pages:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Why I chose this book from the recommendations:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Reading Notes

Use this space while you read

Characters, moments, or scenes I want to remember:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Questions I want to ask the adult who recommended this book:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

My early opinion of the book:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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Interview Questions & Notes - Part 1

Use these questions to guide your conversation. You do not have to ask every question, but your notes should 

help you write a clear paragraph about what your recommender said.

Interview Question Notes from the Conversation

Why did you recommend this book?

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

What do you remember about the book?

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Who was your favorite character?

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

What did you think of the ending?

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Have you reread the book? Why or why not?

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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Interview Questions & Notes - Part 2

Interview Question Notes from the Conversation

What was your favorite part of the book?

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Does it remind you of any other books that you 

have read?
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Do you think the book would make a good 

movie? Or, if it's already a movie, did you see 

the movie? What did you think of it? ________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

Who do you think is the best audience for the 

book?
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

If you met the author, what would you say or 

ask about the book?
________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________
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Writing Assignment Requirements

Your typed response must include:

• A summary of the book, including the title and author.

• A paragraph explaining what the recommender said when you discussed the book.

• A paragraph explaining what you agreed and disagreed about with the recommender.

• Complete sentences, paragraph form, correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

• At least three paragraphs total.

Response Organizer

Paragraph 1: Book Summary

Title, author, main characters, setting, and important events:

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

What is the central conflict or big idea of the book?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 2: What the Recommender Said

Why did this adult recommend the book?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

What memories, opinions, favorite parts, or questions did they share?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3: My Response Compared to Their Response

What did I agree with?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

What did I disagree with, or see differently?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________
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Final Submission Checklist

Your response should be typed and submitted electronically. Make sure you have access to the file when you 

return to school.

☐ I read a chapter book that is over 200 pages long.

☐ My recommender is an adult over the age of 18.

☐ I spoke with my recommender after finishing the book.

☐ My response includes a book summary with the title and author.

☐ My response includes a paragraph about what the recommender said.

☐ My response includes a paragraph explaining what we agreed and disagreed about.

☐ My response is written in complete sentences and paragraph form.

☐ My response is at least three paragraphs long.

☐ My response is typed and saved where I can access it for electronic submission.

Optional Drafting Space
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________
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